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standard in 1925, labor troubles did not cease.
Strikes were very general, the most serious
being in the coal mines. See ENGLAND.

Since the close of the war the question of
reparations had troubled Europe. Germany
had been called upon to pay an amount equal
to thirty-three billion dollars. When she failed
to make payments in 1922, France occupied
the Ruhr, the greatest industrial and coal dis-
trict in Germany. This was far from solving
the question so that in 1924 a group of Ameri-
cans, headed by Charles G. Dawes, all experi-
enced in banking and industrial operations,
was asked to investigate the situation and
make recommendations. The Dawcs Plan,
called for the stabilization of German cur-
rency, yearly payments of variable amounts
depending on the state of business in Ger-
many, and the subscription by the Allies to a
loan. The plan and its later modifications
failed and reparations continued to be un-
collectable.

Another problem was that of the interallied
debts. The Great War had made it necessary
for governments to borrow such huge amounts
that the ordinary methods of obtaining loans
from their own and citizens of other countries
would not suffice. Accordingly the govern-
ments most able to do so loaned to those who
could not raise funds. Great Britain loaned
large sums to her European Allies and the
United States loaned to Great Britain as well
as to the others. This meant that these bor-
rowing nations instead of trying to float their
own bonds among the citizens of the United
States induced the government of that country
to float loans among its people. In a real sense
the government of the United States had only
acted as an agent. Nevertheless there was
considerable agitation to have the United
States cancel these debts. This the United
States government refused to do and appointed
a Debt Funding Commission to negotiate for
the repayment on as lenient terms as possible.
See WAR DEBTS.

Much of the interest in Europe since the
Great War has been in the League of Nations.
(See LEAGUE OF NATIONS, also WoitrD COURT.)
Though not a member of the League the
United States has always been interested in
the reduction of armaments and a conference
was called which met at Washington in No-
vember, 1921. Great Britain, United States,
Japan, France and Italy all agreed to reduce
armaments and maintain a specified ratio be-
tween certain kinds of vessels, not including
submarines, airships and aeroplanes. Other
articles of agreement affecting the integrity of
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China were included. Though productive of
good results, new conditions arose which
prompted the request of the United States for
a similar conference at Geneva, Switzerland,
in July 1927. France and Italy declined to
participate but Great Britain, Japan and the
United States were represented. The latter
proposed a lower tonnage of war vessels than
Great Britain was willing to accept so that the
conference was not successful.
In 1924 the League of Nations announced a
Protocol extending the powers of the League
in matters of arbitration to include even ques-
tions held to be of vital interest or national
honor, and declaring an aggressor nation to
be one which refused to submit a case to arbi-
tration or rejected a decision when mad,\
Great Britain refused to accept it as too sweep-
ing and the Protocol then failed to become
effective. In Dart its place was taken by ?i
series of agreements made at Locarno, in 1925,
by Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy and
Belgium, by which Germany's western fron-
tiers as fixed by the Treaty of Versailles were
guaranteed, the river Rhine was not to be a
fortified frontier, and France, Germany and
Belgium agreed to arbitrate all disputes be-
tween them.
The influence of the nationalist movements
in Europe which had grown out of the Great
War soon began to have their effects in Asia
and Africa where European countries domi-
nated other races. In 1921 Persia asserted
her independence and Great Britain aban-
doned the virtual protectorate which she had
held over that country since 1907. Troubles
in Egypt led Great Britain in 1922 to recog-
nize that nation as an independent state sub-
ject only to Britain's control of her foreign
policy, protection against foreign aggression
and the ownership of the Suez Canal.
In India Great Britain was forced by na-
tionalist agitations in 1919 to grant concessions
in the matter of local self-government and the
election of a popular national Assembly (see
INDIA, History).
Since 1933 the European situation has been
assuming new phases. Nationalism has be-
come more pronounced. The League of Na-
tions weakened by withdrawals, ceased com-
pletely to be an influence for peace, German,
Italian and Japanese aggressions met with no
effective challenge. Austria, Czechoslovakia
and Albania were effaced, and Spain ravaged
by civil war; Memel was torn from Lithu-
ania and Poland attacked by Germany, caus-
ing the outbreak of World War II in 1939
which finally caused the League to liquidate.